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A couple of years ago, the roof of our house was to be replaced, so I took the chance to run some 
TPS for power and light from where the meter box is to the corner of the house nearest where the 
workshop was to be. Later the meter box was replaced, and I grabbed the chance to run those TPS 
cables down in the wall to the back of the meter box (not connected to anything yet).

A year or so later, I arranged for some water pipe (used as heavy walled conduit) to run down the 
house wall and for about a metre or so under the crazy paving. This was coordinated with a rebuild 
of the stormwater pipe at this location.

Recently, I cleared the workshop site and had a contractor in to pour a concrete slab.



Here the concrete is in place. Notice that the old shed roof is still in place (propped up with a prop 
on a pile of bricks). This is necessary, as the building will be “improvements” to the existing shed. 
No “new” building here!

Here is the slab again looking up towards the house. The area under the barrow and up from there is
covered in “crazy paving” which has to be kept.

Now I will go back in time a little. Here are the conduits that bring power and light (to the right) 
and comms (left) down the wall.



Here you see the plastic conduits that are connected to the steel pipes where they pass under the 
new storm water pipe. The stormwater pipe was the issue that justified interfering with the crazy 
paving at that time.

At that time, the trench only ran for about a metre. The cables were all buried and the whole thing 
fixed up as if there had never been a hole there. The orange conduit (for 240 volt cables) is installed
to AS3000. It must be at least 150 mm from any other service. I assure you (and the electrical 
inspector) that the orange cable was placed first and DID conform. The white comms pipe was 
installed later. It will not carry Telstra network cables and does not have to comply with any rules 



except my own. AS3000 compliant conduit has to be at least 500 below ground. This is recorded 
here!

Now we come to recent activity. Susie (The Boss Parrot) was to be in Western Australia for 3 
weeks, so there was a chance to make a mess as long as it was tidied before she got back.

Crazy paving stones were numbered and photographed.

See the pipes running down the wall in the background (They have been painted now). Stone D will
be the start of the new trench. When we dig there (carefully) we expect to find the buried cables.



The trench is dug. We found that our line crosses the sewer! We have to be 150 mm from that, but it
is not deep enough for us to be 150 mm above, so we have to go below.

This involves such a steep fall for the line of the conduits, that they have to be formed to shape with
the aid of the hot air gun.



Here are the conduits which are now glued to the conduits that were buried there over a year ago.

Two bricks give the required 150 mm spacing.
The conduits run right up to the slab, where risers are temporally clamped in place so that they will 
be where required even after a concrete drain is built across the front of the workshop site.



Since then, we have built formwork and reinforcing structures for the concrete drain that will run 
along the trench that you see on the diagonal in the above pic.

There is also to be a concrete structure and new door to the storage shed at the other side of the 
yard. This is being prepared for now, as the hope is to have only one more visit from the concreter.

There has been a lot else going on besides, but I hope that this picture album shows that I have been
keeping out of mischief.

Susie came back and is happy with the crazy paving. It is still the old crazy paving is exactly the 
same sense that captain Cook's cottage is still Captain Cook's Cottage!

R.


